
 

February, 2008 First Baptist Church  Branch, Arkansas 

���������	
���
�����
�	������

��
���

����
	�
����
��	
�����
�����������
�����	����

��	��������	���	�������������������	������

�����
	� 	�����	�����	����	����
���

!�������������
���	�
�������"����#��

!���	�������������
���	�
��������

!��������	����
������	��	���
��������$��#��

%������������$���������������
���������������

��

���������������	����
���������	��������	����

!�������������
���	�
�������"����#��

!���	�������������
���	�
��������

�����	�����	
�����������
������
�#��

�����������������

�
��
���

�������

�
��
���

��	��	����������
���������	�����	����	��������

�
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Greetings in the Precious Name of Jesus! 

Profile of a Great Church Member 
Recently I read an article that profiled what made a great 

choir member. It really made me start to think about what it 
means to be a great church member. Now I realize that my 
bias will show throughout this entire article. I’m a pastor. 
That’s my job. I have a passion and a concern for the church. 
But really, I hope you do too. Because the church is God’s 
plan for reaching the world, the next generation, and your 
future in-laws. 

So let’s think about what makes a great church member. 

 1. A great church member loves the Lord and loves His 
people. These are basic requirements. If we cannot fulfill this 
one then we are going to have trouble at every one of these 
characteristics. 

 2. A great church member is faithful . You cannot build a 
house with a carpenter that isn’t there. You can’t drive a 
school bus without the driver. In the same way, you can’t 
build a vibrant church without faithful members. As a 
member of this church you will do a lot of voting. You vote 
primarily with your feet. No, we don’t ask people to raise 
their right foot if they’re in favor of a motion. You vote with 
your feet every time you show up. You also vote with your 
feet when you don’t show up. We depend on faithful 
members. If the effectiveness of our church was determined 
by your faithfulness, how effective would we be? 

 3. A great church member is prompt. Ouch! I said it with 
you. I have a history of being late. But it isn’t good. I’m 
working on it. The old saying is true, “early is on time, on 
time is late.” Be prompt. 

 4. A great church member gets along well with others. 
This goes back to #1. It isn’t that we don’t ever disagree but 
even when we do we do it in such a loving way that God is 
honored and people are blessed. You don’t have to like the 
perfume of the lady next to you or the shoes that guy wears, 
but you can still be gracious and kind and loving to them.  

 5. A great church member works well with others. 
Besides just getting along, we are called to work together. I 
have learned to work with Clinton and Duane. I’ve even 
learned to work with Garland! So hang in there. There’s still 
hope for you. Working together requires laying down our 
own ideas and plans to accept the greater plan that God is 
doing through the Body. 

 6.  A great church member is committed to supporting 
the work financially . We can get caught up with paying the 
gas bill, sending kids to camp, and even paying salaries but 
the bottom line is ministry. Ministry costs money (usually). 
Here we can simply ask, “what is it worth to reach one person 
for Christ?” Great church members know that our financial 
giving simply reflects our love for Jesus. 

 7. A great church member is committed to prayer. 
Thank you to all of you who pray for our church and for me. I 
need it and I am grateful for your willingness to invest 
yourself in this way. 

 8. A great church member is committed to being a 
genuine follower of Christ. The world has seen enough 
hypocrites and fakes. What the world needs today is to see 
ordinary people who are genuinely following Jesus. They’re 
not perfect but they faithfully walk with Jesus. That’s a great 
church member! 

 9. A great church member is teachable. I’ve worked with 
sports a lot over the years. One thing I have learned is that 
talent and ability are not the most important things. I’ve seen 
kids with tons of talent but who were not coachable. You 
couldn’t teach them anything. They were stuck on a dead end 
street. They had gone as far as they were going to go. A lot of 
Christians find themselves in the same place because they are 
not teachable. Ask God to give you a teachable spirit. 
Receive instruction and teaching and even rebukes with a 
humble desire to grow and learn. 

 10. A great church member is accountable. Be 
accountable. I think this is one of the primary benefits of 
being a church member in the first place. It makes us 
accountable. Someone knows if we’re not there. Don’t run 
from that. Embrace it. Let your Sunday School teacher know 
if you’re not going to be there on Sunday or why you missed 
last week. What that communicates is that you know you 
belong there and you know that your absence might cause 
someone to be lax in their own service to the Lord. We all 
need someone behind us, pushing us, encouraging us, and 
sometimes giving us a swift kick in our posterior. 

 

Okay. Those are ten characteristics. We might come up 
with a hundred. I’ve probably left out some really important 
ones. But here is the bottom line. I am not your judge. I don’t 
look at your performance in church and base my feelings 
toward you on that. But I want you to be a great church 
member. For my sake? No. For the sake of our Lord and of 
the Gospel ministry. And for your own sake. One day you 
will stand before the Lord. On that day, I hope He says, “Well 
done. Good and faithful servant! Well done! Enter into my 
rest!” 

    Your Pastor, 

     Bro. Tim Hobbs 
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Our monthly Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
will be on February 17th. We will eat 
at 7:30 am but the fellowship starts 
around 6:00. All men, members and 
non-members, are invited to come 
and join us. The food is great and the 
fellowship is even better. Plan now 

to join us as we start our Sunday morning with good food 
for both the body and the soul. 

Youth Camp 2008 
Youth Camp is coming soon! It is scheduled for 

June 2nd -7th this year and any student who has 
completed the 6th grade or is older is invited to join 
us. Those wishing to go are encouraged to sign up by 
April 6th so the planning will not be as rushed as it 
has been in the past. If you have any questions, 
contact a youth leader. Watch the Sunday bulletin for 
more details about registration. 

       Ladies Sunday Evening Group 

 “ Sisters”  

 

Time - 5:30 pm     Place - 1st Class Room 

February’s Theme - “Prayer for Unity”  
“I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, 

and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name 
which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.” 

(John 17:11) 

Easter Program 
Choir practice has begun, the script is a work in progress 
and many will be needed again this year. There are sign-
up sheets at the front of the church that list most of the 
jobs that will need to be done. If you see a need that is not 
on the list, mention it to Bro Tim and be ready to fill it! 
This presentation is not just a performance. We are 
presenting the Gospel of Christ to some that might not 
otherwise listen. If the Lord is not behind this, it will not 
succeed. You may not be able to carry a note, memorize a 
line, drive a nail or sew a costume, but you can pray! We 
can  all pray. We can pray for the choir. We can pray 
for the drama team. We can pray for the folks putting 
together the set and the costumes. We can pray for 
the folks running the lights and sound equipment. 
And, most of all, we can pray for the lost who will be 
in the audience.   
 

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16b  

February’s Bible Readings 
Read Your Entire Bible in One Year�

  Exodus   Proverbs 
�  1   15-17  1 
�  2   18-20  2 
�  3   21-24 3 
�  4   25-27  4 
�  5   28-31  5 
�  6   32-34  6 
�  7 ---------------- Reflection ------------------ 
�  8   35-37  7 
�  9   38-40  8 
 Acts 
�  10  1-3  9 
�  11  4-6  10:1-16 
�  12  7-9  10:17-32 
�  13  10-12  11:1-15 
�  14---------------- Reflection ------------------ 
�  15  13-15 11:16-31 
�  16  16-18 12:1-14 
�  17  19-21  12:15-28 
�  18  22-25  13:1-12 
�  19  26-28  13:13-25 
 Leviticus 
�  20  1-4  14:1-18 
�  21 ---------------- Reflection ------------------ 
�  22   5-8  14:19-35 
�  23   9-11  15:1-17 
�  24   12-14  15:18-33 
�  25   15-18  16:1-16 
�  26   19-21  16:17-33 
�  27   22-24  17:1-14 
�  28   25-27  17:15-28 
�  29---------------- Reflection ------------------ 
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Sunday Schedule 
10:00 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Children’s Church 
11:00 am Morning Worship 
5:30 pm Discipleship Hour 
6:30 pm Evening Worship 
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4 5 
Greenhurst 

Services 
3:00pm 

 

6 
Business Meeting 
& Prayer Service 

7:00pm  

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9  
 

10 
Lord’s Supper 

Morning Service 
 

Youth Led 
Evening Service 

6:30 pm 

11 
 
  

12 13 
Prayer Service 

7:00 pm    

14 
 

15 
 
 
 

 

16 
Outreach 
9:30 am 

 
Valentine’s 

Banquet 
6:00 pm 

17 
Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast 
7:30 am 

 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 Prayer Service 

7:00 pm  
 

21 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 

 
 
 

 

24  
Teacher’s 
Meeting 
9:30 am 

 
 
 
 

225 
 

26 
Senior Luncheon 

Noon 
 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Meeting 
7:00 pm 

27 
Prayer Service 

7:00 pm  
 

28 29 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

     

First Baptist Church 
P. O. Box 128 
Branch, AR  72928 
Return Service Requested 

First Baptist Church Branch, Arkansas 

Contact Deacon for January 
Jason Martin 

965-0053 


